
The 'Blue Flea' and Its Travels 
The NOTOPFER BERLIN Tax Stamps 

The 1948 Russian Blockade of Berlin Jed to the introduction of a spe.:iaJ tal< 
throughout West Germany, called N%pfer Berlin, levied upon all incomes and 
earnings and generally upon p<.>Stal items seOI within West Germany_ l1le postal 
levy amounted to 2 pf per item and was paid witb lbe little blue stamp shown here. 
Largemail users could make lump-sum pIlyments in ~eu. 

The Notopfer Berlin stamps stayed in circulation fur n"", seven years. Mail could 
Dot be sent without them, else it was returned to the sender. They were cancelled in 
the usual manner by a postmark or by postage meter. 

German 'posties' soon dubbed the half-sized Notopfer stamps 1>lue fleas', perhaps 
because they were such a pesky nuisan« with lhe first issue being imperforate. 
But they w= mighty 'tkai. indeed. Overtbe period the levy was in effoct-Dec. I, 
1948 to Mar. 31. 1956-Ihty raised no less than 430 million German marks for 
Berlin aid or more than SlOO mil~OII at the then prevailing exchange rate. In a 
parallcl measure, some 680,000 marb was collected for housing reconstruction 
(Wohnung$bau) in Ihe French-oocopied Wllrltemberg region. An estimated 17 
billion 'No\Opfers' were o"""'-the highest number ever of any single German stamp! 

This mibil presents the NOlOpfer stamps and their usage. There arc eight 
rewgnized issues, distinguished by various OOIIlbinations of stamp design, 
watermark and perforation. The three Wohnrmgsbau issues, which saw use from 
July 1 to Dec. JI, 1949, are classified according \0 overprint, perforation and 
design . The co"<'rs sho"1l illustrate dilferenllypes of mail thai were subject to the 
JX>Stal NOlOpf.r levy. 

Included in this mibil arc many rare perforation ,·anell ••. also No.7 in mini 
condition, of whicn only very few copies remain because the issue "'cnl undetected 
af the time and was therefore virtually uS«! up. Included as well are examples with 
sem.i..,fficial 'JX>Stmaster perforations' and private perforations, plus some oddities 
and forgeries. The lasl cover commemorates the 50th anni,,<,rsary of the 'blue flea' 
and was prepared by Ihe NOlopfer Sludy Group of the Germany Philatelic Society. 
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The Four Stamp Designs 
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Watermarks and Printers 

Wmk. W Wrnk_ X Wmk. Y 

Wmk. V WmLZ Wmk. BI' Wmk. UP inverted 

The Printers 
All NOIopfcr and Wohnungsbau stamp" wen: made by lI(/11tJ(}Wr.JCM 
Gtmmieronstalt AI/gust Wegener in Alfeld ncar Hannov.:r, elC«JII for iosUQ lAW. 
lAY. 2AZ.and 4, which -.-e prndl>ttd by !be printing-house GfCi.!o.g Wuu,.,..., 
in BraW\.9l;h~ 7)%ofthe NOIOpfCtS-i.e., issues 5, 6 and &-~ printcd by 
GI&et fill)( liS. alilhe Qtber, mostly earlier 'aut, as weD as the Wohnunast-u 
stamps. by l~IefpIUJ, The: qualilyofthe paper was ,mprowd oYa" lime. , 
The: overprint of the provlsioMl WOlulllOgsboU i .. ,· os was IOddod by the printing 
firmUarqwarf in AuJendorf(Wllnkmba-g) for issues I and 2_ and by the_[oro. 
mtnllOnod A"8"-!f Wegc-mir for issue 2b_ 



Perforation Types 

pin-perforated 
cross-.haped 
point-.haped 
in ~ne. 

Types ofRoulelling (0 for Durchs/fch) 

· · .... . · • • ....... · · • · .... · . · · . · · · · · . .. . . · · · · · · • · • · · • · • · · • • · , • · . • · . •••• · . • • · ..... · . · ... . ..... · · · · · • • · · · · · · · · · · · • · · • • • • · · ... . . · · · · • • •••• • .. . • • ., ..... • · • • · · . , • • • • • • • · • • · • · · · · · • ... . · · ..... .... · · · · . .... . • • • • • • ••••••• • · • • · · • · • • • • · • • • · • · ....... ..... . • • • . . ........ , · ........ • • • • • • 

Double ~b perfo:>ration OK 12\', 

r • · · · • · · · , 
· · · , 

•••• ••• ••• • .. T·············; 
· · · · · · · • 

Comb perforation K 14. used 
in oombi!l8tion with L 12 (nol shoWII) 

· ... .................... . 
· .. ..................... . 

Comb perforation K J I 'l.xl1 

• . .... -:-..................... . 
• · ............... "I ' ..... . . .. 
• 

• • · .... ~ .......... .. , .... ..... . 
• ...... ~ ....... . ···1···· ...... . 
• .................. _ ......... . 

• • 

Line perforation, e.g. L II Y. 

.. ..... .. .•.......... . 

· . -... .... .... , ....... .... . 

'-
Parallel perforation P J 2 

, 
• • · . .: ............................ . 

'--:-r " '; • • .............................. . : , . 
' ... 

· .... ........... ........ ...... . · . . , 
I .... ,!, ... ..., ;"" '. , 

Double comb perforation OK 14 



The Notopfer Stamps 
. by date of issue· 

Dye Proofs 

Printed On gummed pape', ",ithoul w8l<mn!ltk 
T ota! Dumber extant: 200 of each type 

sr. 5P' 
DK 14, dark bluc 

With pressure line through 
stamp image 

DK 14, dar\: blue 
Ii&. SALOMot< !WI' 

.... SAlOMON B/'P 

Regular Issucs 

0,40 O,IU 

IW 
Imperforate. Wmk. W 

1.12.1948 

5P< 
OK 14, ""balt 

.... SAillldON aPl' 

3 ... 

211W 
L Ill'., Wmk.. W 

1.12.1948 



ReguJar Notopfer Issues 

nw 
L II, Wmk. W 

l.l2.1948 
... P. ~AR'-"" lIPI' 

'"W 
K 14/1..12, Wmk.. W 

" 94 

.v 
Imperforate, Wmk. Y 

IH2.1948 

,SW 
D 1211., Wmk. W 

Ll2 ,1 948 
... P JIAALOS flPI' 

3.60 

IZ 
imperforate. Wmk. Z 

28.12.1948 



Regular Notopfcr Issues 

>Ow 
P 12. Wm!.:. W 

29.12.1948 
Ii&- P IWll.OS BPI' 

2BZ 
K 14IL 12, Wm!.:. Z 

13.U949 

2IIZ 
Lim, Wmk. Z 

6.U949 
~, p, fIARLOSBJ>p 

2LW 
L I2IL II Y>, Wmk. W 

19.1.1949 
Ii&- r IWlU>S BPI' 

>AW 
Kl1 Y..xll, Wmk.W 

5.1.1949 

'AZ 
K I l\I«l 1. Wm!.:. Z 

24.1.1949 



Regular Notopfer Issues 

lFZ 
LI I, Wmk.Z 

27.1.1949 
lis llhKl.OS BI'I' I,M 

lIZ 

2EZ 
P 12Jd.. II, Wmk. Z. 

12.3.1949 
... P. HARLOS 8PP 

P 12xL 137;, Wmk. Z 
8.3.1949 

lez 
DK 12\1.., Wmk.Z 

14.5.1949 

lev 
OK 12\1 .. Wmk. V 

30.11.1949 
oig. P.IWU.OS BPP 

... p. HARLOS BPP 

ZAV 
K 1 l'I..xIl, Wmk.. V 

25.1l.l'N9 
• ""'-"MON!lPP 

2DZ 
P 12, Wmk. Z 

1.4.1949 
""' P. >IAlU.OS 8J'p 



Regular Notopfcrlssues 

, 
DK 12V .. Wmll:. Z 

2O.3. 19SO 
... n, ·IOS'" 

6Z 
OK 1<1. Wmk. Z 

26.6. 1950 

, 
OK 1<1. Wmll:. Z 

23.3.19SO 
... p !!ARL0i5 a!'P 

7 
OK 1211., Wm1l:. Z 

20.6.1950 
... , IIf,J.LOS "" 

• K 1 Jlkd l. Wml:. Z. 
16.<I .19SO 

... P I\AALOS BI'I' 

6V 
OK 1<1. Wmli:. V 

8.1.1953 
... P. KAJ,l.oo Ill'!' 



Regular Notopfer Issues 

8X 
DK 14, Wmk,Z 

18,U9S4 

.v 
DK 14, Wmk. BP inverted 

8.8.1955 
At- p_ HAP.l.OS l\I'p 

Official issues not shown: 
(.muudy rare) 

,Z 
DK 14, Wmk_ BP 

17.11.l9S4 

lRW, GO. D9, Wm,k. W, \.I2.194B 
lMW, L 111111, 12. Wmk. W, 19.1.1949 
lOW, L 13V",1[ \i, Wonk. W, _.3.1949 

IX, impafor>le, Wmk. X, 20.12.1948 
lr.'W, L Il<ll \i, Wonk. W. 2S.1.1949 
lPW, L II \ttl I, Wmk. W. 194111949 



Postmaster Perforations 

A number ofpostmUlers had the imperfurate issue .... mainly No. lW­
perforated or roulclled at a local .hop_ A few example~ arc shown. 

lGAW 
L 9· MQnchen 

lZWIl 
D II ~7· Hamburg 

lGBBW 
L II . Donauw<lrth 
CaL P llARLOS Ill'P 

lZW/50 
D 8 • Berchlesgaden 

lGGW 
L 11 Y • • Am.berg 
Cal. P_l!AlU.OS BPP 

2ZW/61 
L 11 • Schweinfurt 



The Woh.nungsbau Stamps 
- by date of issue -

Provisional Issues 

2aA7..­
KII'!.xJI,Wmk.Z 

1.1.1949 
... P.llARLOS EPf 

2.BZa 
K 141L 12, Wmk. Z 

1.11949 
oil- P. IIARLO$ srr 

Aulendorf overprint 
Length' lfU rum 

- ISlues 1 a and 2a -

Alfeld (}\lerprinl 
Length: l6.S rom 

-Issue 2b· 

., 
Imperfora.t~. Wmk. W 

1.1.1949 
~".llARl.Ol!BPI' 

2.D7..-
P 12, Wmk.Z 

1.7.1949 
... P. I!AIU.OS BPP 

\Vohnungsbau­
abgabc 

Wohnungsbau­
abgabe 

2aAW. 
K I IV"'II. Wmk. W 

1.1.1949 
.'. 1IARLO$8PP 

2ar.Zh 
P12>d.II,Wmk.Z 

1.7.1949 



The Wohnungsbau Stamps 

Provisional Issues 

lIez.. 
DK 121'.., Wmk.Z 

2.7.1949 
.... P. I<AALOS Ill'!' 

Dcfmiti ... ·c Issues 

D 
3. 

DK 12Y., Wmk.Z 
\9.&.1949 

ld'Z 
L ll, Wmk.Z 

3.7.1949 
Cat.: , . HARI.OS lIP!' 

3b 
DK 12\'., Wmk.Z 

25.8.1949 
""' P. KARLOs BPP 

Not shown: 
bBW, K 1-111. 12, Wml<. W 

l.7.1949 

2b 
DK 12Y .. Wmk. Z 

22.7.1949 

EJ 
3, 

OK 121'., Wmk. Z 
4.10.1949 



lEZ 
Small Stamp 

,.w 
Gross misperfQralion 

Oddities 
A sign or the times! 

2BZ 
Without K 14 

L 12 only 
"' 11Alll.OS app 

,W 
With olf",,' print 

on sum side 

2RW 
Larsc stamp 

'''' With "diamond perf." 
Kl1 Y.x22 



,W 
Print on gum side 

ox 
Blind print 

More Oddities 

2BZ 
With offsct print on gum side, 

but without stamp imprint 

, 
Famous NOTOPPER 

mi.prinl 

Cer\.. ~EDRiCH IlARLOS E1PP 

,w 
Double Print 

D 
.Z 

Faint prim image 



L 9 rorg~ry 
Feigning the Mllnchcn 
poslm8ster perf0J'8tiOll 

oil· I\ARL.OS BPF 

Overprint forgery 
of2aAW 

Forgeries 

LUI'> 
The ,oWmou. ' 2KW" 

perliJratiOll furgery 
,.. ROOE <", mor) 

Wohnungsb. u HhZ" 
Fabrication ofa 

non-<xi.tent issue 
.... RO&!! (0) ..... ) 

L Il for~ry 
2DZ perforatinn furgery 

"" ,1ARLOS1m' 

Red po.'nciI deeeption 
of2aAW 



The Blue Flea • 
In Its Travels 

• 

Hu"d <I • • rhltU<h"," 
!n H.".~ c. Y. . ., 
~u, .,~"."" 

• 

II. EMm' .. 
•• ~\II.I _" ... .. 

Ii~rrn 
"e","oml D • n 1 " ~ • r 

, •• • 

I I 

'!'rank1U~r V.re1.~h.ruzw .. .uU"'_ 
p .Uactud't 

frankfurt /11:14>!. 

T8Unu.~l*&.ft ~ 

OuL-of.toW'Ol leu", wilh provisional Wohnun8!lbflu stamp 2aDZb 
( ... , 1tAAl.OiS BW) 



Mail 

All '0. 

ll~=-r!l ~f ... ,.t11c~"11 04 l' 
u ~ L" SZ'" c~ .lent :'1~ls!clj 

a~~cc "t,~t"_lft -

• 

i wiihoul pasting the pesky 
i,,~,"im" om« with a stamped mark.ing lIS here 

Postcard ",,1h L 10 pc>Stmaster perforation from Euskirchen (2GCW), 
precanceUcd by metered postage 



Mail Requiring Notopfer 

F . x. Wienln ger 

@l Rlttsteig bel Passau 

Retume<! for missing Notopfcr stamp and re-maile<! with adde<l blue flea (6Z). 
Note later date of oeoood cancel. 

. 

Hermann .. Deninger , 
~> 

Frankfurt a. M. 

, 



t::..-:~CJ\ N)~\~J.~'-I ~~(, 
Paullruhn Q b""~"'"-'l 

1'I\,';~t""*- ~:3 Hamburg _ KI. ~!el 
w,- ," ,,' .......... _ ". 

pos!aultrag "If J r 

............ - _ .. _­
Bop" It .m FI' ..... 

Pos/au R_Iet!cr (collection order with 21lZ 



f . 
• 

Mail Requiring Notopfer 

• 
]I,erNe !u"S! 

gin ISft} 

Frill'll. Erdmllnn 
a..d>Nnd","~ 

Dortmund 
G,"_~. j5 • POItIodI JI.I) 

COD Icner or Nodma/mIe with Naropfcr levy paid ill c.asb; IIQt indicated. 

posnA~ff 

• ••• 
. , 

Ab' , • 
L .a nd ! . 

N Or be r g 
E!:,. : IDI. .. ,..... .... 

"'rel durdl AhftJsrmg item (free under special exemption) with 2CZ 



Mail Requiring Notopfer 

U.r~n 

Rtohuan .... H 
IIr . ' . i: . »-ll 

v 
Geb(lhlT:npfl/cJrlig~ Dien.JLJache (offici.al mail. ""01 collttl) WIth 6Z 

Drucksache 1'1=a 

i>. A. WlJ lbHr.g 
Pflp1"rha>.:.B 

~.-.-. - . ~.-.-. -

G11dohotBtrR~BR 

-Ir;;;''''el'llst 1 
"0\ 
~ 

Printed IMller (DrttebodJe) with 2A2. .... I"cb was subject .... the NoIopfer by 
until27.7.1?4? 

.' 



Mail Requiring Notopfer 

• 

""0" "" ... ~<Ilb .. 
~~k mrQd<. 

lI<>t," D.nkt 

Il<ml·F •• 

, 

• 

• 

Newspaper maikr(ullUngsdrud:sache) with. horizontally only, L 11 
privately perforated Notopfer (I GIl) 

~Htcr -'onibmiit'!lfr 
"' ... ,' .......... ., : 

G. F . HARMS 
K •• n b" n , \w. 1 n.' "n nO· • • 

SA LZHAUSEN Geschi ftspaplere _ .. -...... -.. - ".. ,~.-~. ' .. 

Envelope for husin= papers (Ge.<drIJj!spapien) with 2AZ 



Mail Requiring Notopfer 

Pil.ckcben -
7lru 
li~r"Q~n It.l~n<t 

Add,.. .. label from small paclet (Pl1ckch.m) with 2CZ 

I 
( 

v/f'<l 
.'7'~MI./ 

~ 

EJrpms parcel card (Pahtkam) for one po.ckage with 6Z 



008 

007 

006 

_ . 
...... """'" -­.. _ ..... , 

Notopfer 

005 .. u::.:.., 

~ .. -- 004 

::::~- 0110 SCh~do 0. " .0. 

This one. seen 
ror CIlCb package (8Z). 

.~~ ""- -, 

• 
.+C ' ",,"O I~" 

Frontal view of SIlIIle. in facsimile 



Mail Requjring Notopfer 

f .... .::... R.. •• 

German expellee !Mil (Hdmhhl"trp03r.literally. 'hOIDC«lmer maiJ') was 
postage-free, but ~uirt>d • Notopfer stamp until 12.S.I949. Thil OO\~ .hoY. ... 
bo~ ~ ofNotnpfcr (2AZ). 

r.u~~~ 
I~/"'~.-," A) I 

Mail to &lid from \he Austriau custoou exemption lOIle Kk;;;;;;;;;;;;;;",;;q;,,,,, 
• NOIOpfer stamp unliI31.12.19SO (2CZ). 



Anomalies in Notopfer 

• 

lJoppelhriej WIth double fleas! (h~rweigh! locallen.r trrou<lOusly provided 
",ith two Notopf= (I W). 

Notopfer stsmp (282) 00 Wornembcrg postcard. The flea should bav<: been its 
Wohouogsoou cousin . 



Anomalies in Notopfer Usage 

" 

MIT lUfTPOST 
fA' «voot< 

Foreign mail, 100, wu exempted from Notopfer, but confusion reigned supreme 
in the early days, Hell: with 2HW. 



Anomalies in Noto fer Usage 

,,~, - t:Ui""';'/' 
//1/ltt 'k""ln /11. 

muc ficas were DO( 10 tnlvei 10 the Smiet Zone, East Gemwly Of any pArt (If 
Berlin. This Ietkr with lAW was rerumed 10 EEMer by the West Oenn.on 
postaIlICI"Iioc befOn: it go( the chance • 

Joh.lnn Chr. Loner ........ ' . 
6 N~uJt3dt I. d , ,0.;061 

__ "0'':'' '":':": ~ '" 

• i=~ . enaf t 6.aro~ 4e. Le 1 p. ~.~ 
~eese~t • • G . ~ . c . 9 . 

E) lel p ~l .. 

.Uohiet ... 55 

East Gennan authorities returned (lffending items with. cun l llrlJcl: or ",me 
other wordi ng t(l that elTcct When oblitcmtoo (1 W). the letter went through, 



Anomalies in Notopfer Usage 

- ' - " - ' - '--- '- '-'-~'--'- ' .'" ~,-- ' ,. -,", ' , - --'- 4 .. _<9'(_______ ____ ___ .... 
• 

.. ~~4_ ... ____ ~~~-

6;, , 

NOlOpfers used in payment of regular postage (8Z}-A DO-DO! 

k ~A! 
, 

:1 (J,- ci cU.':..A.~? ~~ J 
S~ ·H 

d; ~<»<r 

MODey was tigh~ so why not usc a l00k",li k.e 



Memorable Date 

p' P'~ • '" 

~ ... \ "' ~ 
~ t 'ikN>-{ ~~ 
~"'t 'W~-,tw,:clI 

. I 0 f~d;..,,-{d11. 
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